
 

 

Mars calls on global leaders to take bold 
action on climate change, accelerates its 
own renewable energy efforts 
Company announces plans for new wind farm in Mexico as business and government 

leaders convene at COP22--one year after the historic Paris Agreement 

 

MARRAKECH, Morocco, Nov. 11, 2016 /PRNewswire/ -- Mars, Incorporated is urging the 

business community and global leaders at COP22 to take bold action to implement the targets 

agreed last year in Paris for tackling climate change. Mars combined this call to action with an 

announcement of plans for a wind farm in Mexico—its third major wind energy commitment in 

as many years. 

Mars has an ambition to eliminate all fossil fuel use from its operations by 2040. Today the 

company is urging business and global leaders to do the same by setting ambitious goals that go 

beyond the national targets agreed at COP21. 

Barry Parkin, Mars, Incorporated's Chief Sustainability & Health and Wellbeing Officer, 

commented: "This is an important moment in global political and economic history, and we 

absolutely must come together to solve the immense challenges facing the planet. Climate 

change, water scarcity and deforestation are serious threats to society. It is imperative that global 

businesses, like Mars, do their part to face down those threats." 

Mars' new wind farm in Mexico is the latest in a series of major renewable electricity projects. In 

just over a year, Mars has announced three new wind projects across three continents: 

 In 2015, Mars opened its 118-turbine wind farm at Mesquite Creek, Texas. The wind farm now 
generates the equivalent of 100% of the electricity needed to power the entirety of the Mars 
U.S. operations. 

 

 



 

 In 2016, Mars announced a partnership with Eneco to activate a 20-turbine wind farm 
in Scotland that is providing electricity from renewable sources equal to what's required to 
power all of its U.K. operations. 

 In 2017, Mars will activate its new wind farm partnership with Vive Energia and Envision to 
provide the equivalent of 100% of the electricity required to power its five plants in Mexico—
located in Querétaro, Nuevo León, Jalisco and the State of Mexico. This project is expected to 
drive a greenhouse gas reduction of over 25,000 tonnes of CO2-e. 

Damian Ryan, Acting CEO of The Climate Group said: "It's fantastic to see Mars progressing 

internationally—this latest announcement is another piece in the jigsaw for achieving its goal of 

100% renewable energy globally by 2040. The move will also help to develop a growing 

renewables market in Mexico. It sends a clear signal of support to the Yucatan government that 

demand for renewables is rising, and that there's an alternative to using polluting fossil fuels in 

this environmentally sensitive area." 

At COP21 in Paris, Mars joined the chief executives of the world's leading food companies to 

publish an open letter to global leaders pledging individual and collaborative action on climate 

change and urging governments to forge clear international agreements at the meeting. Also last 

year, Mars signed on to the American Business Act on Climate, led by the White House. The Act 

is a commitment to climate action that aims to rally business, government, academic, technical 

and scientific communities to tackle climate change in the U.S. and on a global scale. 

Mars' commitments are underpinned by the science-based goals that steer all of its sustainability 

programs—including achieving zero waste to landfill across all its sites by 2015, and eliminating 

100% of GHG emissions from all global operations by 2040. 

For more information on Mars Incorporated's sustainability programs and wind energy projects, 

visit Mars.com. 

About Mars, Incorporated: 

Mars, Incorporated is a private, family-owned business with more than a century of history and 

some of the best-loved brands in the world. Some of these iconic brands include: Petcare – 

PEDIGREE®, ROYAL CANIN®, WHISKAS®, IAMS®, EUKANUBA®, WHISTLE®, 

BANFIELD® Pet Hospital, PET PARTNERS ®, CESAR®, SHEBA®, DREAMIES®, 

WISDOM PANEL®, BLUEPEARL®, GREENIES® and NUTRO®; Chocolate – M&M'S®, 

SNICKERS®, DOVE®, GALAXY®, MARS®, MILKY WAY®, 3 MUSKETEERS® 

BOUNTY®, MALTESERS ®, TWIX® and AMERICAN HERITAGE®; Wrigley – 

DOUBLEMINT®, EXTRA®, ORBIT® and 5™ chewing gums, SKITTLES® and 

STARBURST® candies, and ALTOIDS® AND LIFESAVERS® mints; Food – UNCLE  

http://mars.com/global/sustainability/mars-sustainability-plan


 

 

BEN'S®, DOLMIO®, EBLY®, MASTERFOODS®, SEEDS OF CHANGE® and ROYCO®; 

Drinks – ALTERRA COFFEE ROASTERS™, THE BRIGHT TEA COMPANY™, KLIX® and 

FLAVIA®; and Symbioscience – COCOAVIA®. 

Headquartered in McLean, Virginia, Mars has more than $35 billion in net sales from Mars 

Petcare, Mars Wrigley Confectionery, Mars Food, Mars Drinks and Mars Symbioscience. More 

than 80,000 Associates across 78 countries are united by the company's Five Principles: Quality, 

Efficiency, Responsibility, Mutuality and Freedom and strive every day to create relationships 

with stakeholders that deliver growth Mars is proud of as a company. 

For more information, please visit Mars.com. 

Follow Mars on Facebook, Twitter, YouTube and LinkedIn. 

 

http://www.mars.com/global/press-center/newsroom/mars-wrigley-confectionery-announcement
https://www.facebook.com/Mars
https://twitter.com/MarsGlobal
https://www.youtube.com/user/Mars
https://www.linkedin.com/company-beta/1544?pathWildcard=1544

